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WHEDA Energy Efficiency &
Sustainability Guidelines

Introduction/Overview

Sustainable design and energy efficiency strategies will be customized based on the development type,
location, and available resources. WHEDA recognizes a range of green building certifications and renewable
energy options, allowing projects to choose the most appropriate approach. The requirements and scoring
process will focus on the following components;,
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and pew construction, to evaluate each project appropriately. Both rehabilitation of existing residential Not Bold
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1. Threshold Requirements -

Energy Design Assistance (EDA)

All successful Tax Credit Awardees are required to participate in the Focus on Energy—Energy Design <
Assistance (EDA) Program. An equivalent Energy Co-op program may be used for properties outside the

Focus on Energy service area. It is strongly recommended that the EDA process be started early to meet
program timelines and Housing Tax Credit deadlines. Refer to the attached Schedule 1 for the Schedule of
Required Documentation and Timeline,

A

Haprojectislocatedinan-arca-withoutaccessto-anEnersy Desien-Assistance proeram.-this requirementis <
waived-withoutpenalty—Projects must be at least 5,000 square feet and have four or more units to qualify for
Focus on Energy Design Assistance. Scattered site projects will need to meet with Focus on Energy to
determine eligibility. The EDA requirement is alse-waived without penalty if a project is not eligible for Focus
on Energy or another Energy Design Assistance program.

A
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Project teams should follow the process and requirements of their selected energy design assistance program. < Formatted

Projects utilizing design assistance programs outside the Focus on Energy service area may have slight Formatted

tlmehne and documentation variations that might not align with WHEDA Fax Credit Program timelines-and

chedule 1, WHEDA encourages project teams to engage with energy efficiency programs earl
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to ensure they meet Tax Credit Program deadlines. Please communicate any variations in documentation or | Formatted

deadlines to WHEDA early to determine any necessary adjustments or waivers. ,
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Focus on Energy — Energy Design Assistance and Timeline, | Formatted
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FOCUS ON ENERGY®, provides technical and financial support to design professionals, builders, developers. // Formatted
and owners throughout the design and construction process. The best time for, WHEDA Housing Tax Credit ,c‘
Projects, to begin the Energy Design Assistance (EDA) process is during the design development stage. Formatted
Projects will submit designs for reVlew and collaborate w1th the EDA team to select energy efﬁc1encv Formatted
strategles and set goals. A g
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projected cost savings. The BRD must be included in the 2027-28 Application Two Submission, Focus on |
Energy, will issue a final verification report upon project completion, which must be submitted to WHEDA, /)~ /| Formatted
Dbefore the final 8609 issuance, Y4 | Formatted
Applicants may choose to participate in an Energy Design Assistance program before being awarded, but it is < “| Formatted
not required and does not offer an advantage in the selection process. Projects must resubmit to Focus on | Formatted
Energy, for an updated BRD if EDA services are used before the design development stage.
| Formatted
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WHEDA Housing Tax Credit Awardees for New Construction Developments will participate in the Formatted
specialized Income Qualified Housing (IQH) track of the Energy Design Assistance program.
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The IQH offering is a valuable resource for developers, particularly those new to energy efficiency, as it helps
integrate energy-saving strategies early in the design process for greater impact and cost savings. This track Formatted
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involves more detailed consulting to developers of affordable housing projects, such as financial metrics, water
savings, solar analysis, and carbon emission analysis.

Projects should allow ten weeks to complete the initial consultation and obtain the necessary program Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman
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Project teams start the process by submitting an application and initial energy model through Focus on
Energy’s New Construction Online Tool. The applicant will be prompted on several building parameters.
The initial energy model is built in real time based on the input characteristics. Be sure to indicate that the
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Basic Certifications Scoring and Point Eligibility

Applicants can earn an additional 48-10, points by obtaining one of the following BasicA-dvaneed
eertificationsCertifications;

1. Eligible New Construction Certifications:

o Enterprise 2020 Green Communities Criteria

LEED Silver Certification

Wisconsin Green Built Home Gold

o
o
o

Passive House Institute US PHIUS Core — Prescriptive

2. _Eligible Rehabilitation Certifications (for existing residential properties or adaptive reuse of

nonresidential buildings):

o Enterprise 2020 Green Communities for Moderate & Substantial Rehab

o

Wisconsin Green Built Homes Gold Certification

o

Passive House Institute US — PHIUS Core Revive

M}&R@hﬂbﬁfﬁﬁ n-Certifications{for-existineresidentia B‘l‘ﬂﬁei:{i‘eﬁ or ﬁdaﬁﬁ“’e reuse-of nonresidentia
tton-certHecattonS{4of tstngfrestaen S S S

Advanced Certifications Scoring and Point Eligibility

licants can earn an additional 4520, points by obtaining one of the following Advanced certifications:

1. Eligible New Construction Advanced Certifications:,

o

Enterprise 2020 Green Communities Criteria Certification Plus

o
o
o

LEED Gold/Platinum Certification
Wisconsin Green Built Communities Gold Plus

Passive House Institute US PHIUS Corg
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Enterprise 2020 Green Communities for Moderate & Substantial Rehab Certification Plus
Wisconsin Green Built Homes Gold Plus
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