

















IS IT TIME TO REPLACE
YOUR WINDOWS?

inor window problems require simple

window repair. But if your windows

have passed their expiration date,
replacement windows may be the best option
you have. Replacement windows have a
positive impact on your home’s energy
efficiency and may even increase the value of
your home. Some tell-tale signs that your

windows need replacing are:

Windows don't open or close properly.

Ideally, windows should open and close in a
smooth motion. Windows that need to be
propped up with a stick or other object to
stay open are not only a nuisance, but can be
dangerous, especially for children and pets in
the home. Windows that are painted or
swelled shut should also be considered
replacement candidates.

Your exterior house paint is peeling,
especially near the windows.

This may be caused by moisture seeping
out from the windows due to faulty window
sealing. Or, older window frames may
experience Warping due to temperature
extremes. When the frame expands and
contracts, it can cause the exterior paint

around it to peel.

You find spots on the windows that feel
warmer or colder to the touch than the
rest of the glass.

Any of the above issues indicate poor
insulation or faulty thermal material in the
window. Over time, the moisture that builds

up on and around the windows can lead to

mold, mildew, and window deterioration.
Window replacement can help you save on
heating and cooling bills by providing proper

insulation for your home.

Your windows seem to allow more noise
from the outside than they should.
Noisy windows can be a real deterrent to
your peace of mind. Since this is usually
another indicator of poor insulation, the
problem may be accompanied by drafts.

Wood window frames seem “soft"
One way to test this is to tap the frame
with a flat-head screwdriver. If the wood
indents casily, it may be a sign of decay and
likely means a full window replacement

is necessary.

The window doesn't seem sturdy when
you apply gentle pressure to it.

A window shouldn’t move much under
gentle pressure. If it does, it is another
indicator of decay and could pose a real
safety threat.

Condensation forms between the panes
of double-paned windows.

In cold months, frost and ice form on
your windows.

Replacement windows can give the exterior
of your home an instant facelift and will keep
your family safe and secure in your home. So,
if your windows have seen better days,
make the smart choice and invest in

replacement windows.
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disaster can strike at any time, but
Afou can be prepared with a home

nventory. A home inventory can

help you keep track of all the things you
have in your home so you purchase the
proper amount of insurance needed to
repair or replace your belongings. If your
home is damaged or destroyed, your

insurance agent will need an inventory of

all the items ruined. In addition, it will
aid in getting your insurance claim settled
faster and will help verify losses for your
income tax return.

Even though it may seem like a
daunting task to record information about
everything in your house, don’t let that
put you off. There are many ways to
create a home inventory. You can go
room by room, category by category
(furniture, electronics, etc), from newest
items to oldest or from most expensive
purchases to less expensive ones. Decide
the way that works best for you and
your situation.

Once you have decided on a method of
taking inventory, decide on how you
want to make your list. This can be done
several different ways. You can

m write down everything in a

notebook,

M take pictures and write information

on the back of the photos,

| put information on a home computer,

M create a video list with your video
camera making sure to describe the
items as they are filmed, or

M access free online software that

creates and stores a home inventory
on their site.

Always keep receipts when available and
note the cost, the make and model, serial
number if applicable, date of purchase,
and where/who you purchased the item.
Whenever you make a significant
purchase, remember to add the
information to your inventory while the
details are fresh in your mind. Expensive
items like jewelry or art work may need to
be insured separately and your insurance
agent will let you know if you need a rider
for your homeowner policy.

Once your inventory is complete, you
will need to store a copy in a safe place
outside of your home, such as a safe
deposit box.

KEEP PESTS OUT OF YOUR HOME

s we move from winter into

spring, homeowners will start

finding unwanted pests in and
around their homes. By following these
simple steps you will greatly reduce your
chances of having a pest control problem

in the spring and summer months.

In the kitchen

m Store open packages of pasta, rice,
and baking goods like flour, oatmeal,
and cornmeal in airtight containers.

m Always wipe down sticky containers of
syrup and other sauces or condiments
to reduce the chance of ant
infestation.

m Throw away spoiled items such as old
potatoes, onions, and other vegetables
right away to avoid fruit fly infestation
or an attack from ants, crickets,
earwigs, etc.

| Freeze leftover candy and chocolate.
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Throughout the house

m Thoroughly clean your doors and
windows to prevent outside invaders
such as carpet beetles, earwigs, silverfish
and spiders from getting inside.

m Don't let the bed bugs bite! Inspect
closets, drawers, luggage, beds and
sofas for bed bugs that may have
inadvertently been brought in or
brought home after you travel.
Carefully clean or vacuum all luggage
inside and out, and then store it in
tightly sealed plastic garbage bags.

m Store away wool and fur-trimmed
clothing in sealed containers or plastic
bags to reduce the chance of moth or
carpet beetle activity.

m Clean up and organize the perimeter
walls of the garage.

Outside the home
M Repair all winter weather damage.

News

m Clean out rain gutters and down spouts
that can harbor rodents and insects.

m Drain all standing water in your yard
or from items that may have collected
rainwater as these attract mosquitoes
and other rodents.

W Prune trees back so limbs are at least
four feet from the roofline. Shrubs
must be trimmed regularly so they do
not come into contact with the
structure of the home.

m Move all unburned firewood outside.
Stack wood at least 18" off the ground
to help prevent rodent harborage and to
help deter termite activity.




